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                               For the full detail of this evening’s Council Meeting, please visit www.watchreadingohio.com. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Daum called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Daum led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mr. Thamann, Mrs. Kroeger  
& Mrs. Eadicicco. 
 
OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Brenda Owens, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  None 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION:  
(1) Pat Ormond (2720 Mapletree Ct.) 
       Gave update on Reading Recycling numbers: 2022 14.94% Diversion Rate, up from 2021 at 5.20%.   
       The City of Reading will be receiving a check for $8,840.00 (2021 received a check for $4,685.00). 
 
(2) Sue Rinderle (Resident of Siebenthaler)  
      Spoke about Classical Academy expanding their campus  
      - Mr. Thamann commented: No decisions made by the Classical Academy until November 2023.  It’s between our 
location and a Wards Corner location.  Mr. Thamann thinks the Wards Corner location would be better suited to their needs, 
especially to add 1,000 students to the already heavy traffic area.  
       - Mr. Bemmes commented: We can’t just say “no” if they decide to proceed forward with this as long as they are in the 
proper zoning. 
Sue Renderly asked if another speed sign can be placed on Siebenthaler 
       - Mr. Boehner commented: Speeding coming up Siebenthaler is worse coming up the hill than it is going down the hill.   
 
(3) Cheryl (Ladies Auxiliary):  Presented a $4,000.00 check for the City of Reading Fireworks fund. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:  None 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:  
(1) Wade Johnson (Speaking on behalf of Tri-State Trails) 
       - Discussed “Mill Creek Triangle Feasibility Study.”  Asking for financial support from the City of Reading to support 
this project. 

http://www.watchreadingohio.com/
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(2) Linda Fitzgerald (Economic Development Director), Colleen Kemp & Debbie Peak (RBD Board Members) 
       - Discussed DORA Application & thanked everyone for their incredible partnership and hard work on this. 
 
After Linda’s presentation Mayor Bemmes formally submitted the application to Council. 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Powell to accept the application.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Boehner to hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 6, during Council 
Meeting.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bronner to have the Clerk of Council publish the Public Notice.  Motion 
carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 
 
GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS:| 
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes:  
- We as a City must live, by law, within our means and therefore must prioritize all spending. With Public Safety being our 
top priority, we must always make sure, while not spend more than we bring in, that we have enough employees for each of 
our departments to carry out their responsibilities and duties. Each department needs to have the best equipment we can 
afford and our employees the proper training that they need. To accomplish those goals, we need to have dollars to invest in 
economic development. We need to do all that we can to keep the businesses we have, encourage them to grow here and to 
attract new businesses. We need to establish and maintain a rainy-day fund (State Auditors suggest at least 15% of our 
General Fund or approximately $1.5 million) so we can continue to operate in case of an economic downturn or an 
emergency. We have an aging pool that we have been told will need to be replaced within the next 3 to 5 years at an 
estimated cost of over $2 million. We will always have an ongoing list of residential roads that need to be repaved and 
maintained (within the last 20 years, using millions of grant dollars, we have accomplished over 40 major road renovations, 
replaced two aging box culverts, had a bridge replaced and others repaired). We will continue to have water mains and sewer 
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lines that need to be maintained and eventually replaced. We will need to continue maintenance of our parks and Veterans 
Memorial Stadium. We have alleys and parking lots we must continue to maintain.  
 
- During the last month our Public Works Department has spent a lot of their time on filling potholes, preparing our Parks for 
our citizens to use, preparing ballfields for our youth to use, operating the street sweeper and vac-all to help keep our storm 
water catch basins and pipes unclogged, replacing old signage to help with traffic control, mapping lead water lines in our 
City using a grant we received, opening park restrooms which is time consuming and must wait until the threat of freezing 
temperatures is behind us, repairing/replacing fire hydrants where necessary. 
 
- If anyone opted out of our electric aggregation program and would like to be back in, please call Energy Alliance at 513-
794-5555.  For the average home you can save approx. $30.00 per month. 
 
- On Saturday April 22 we had Clean up Reading Day.  Over 60 volunteers helped remove a lot of trash from our City 
Streets, our Parks, along the railroad tracks, and from Saints Peter and Paul Cemetery. I would like to thank the many 
individuals who have picked up litter throughout our city for many years and Diane Brown, Lisa Schoenberger and our Girl 
Scouts who have been keeping our City neat for over 30 years. I would also like to thank Pat and Tracy Ormond and 
WeThrivers and Bruce Koehler and the Mill Creek Yacht Club for their incredible efforts to remove litter as well.  
 
- PLEASE SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE AND KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR PEDESTRIANS, ESPECIALLY OUR 
YOUNG CHILDREN. PLEASE CALL OUR POLICE WHEN YOU WITNESS ANY SPEEDING OR RECKLESS 
DRIVING AS CATCHING DRIVERS IN THE ACT IS THE WAY TO CORRECT THIS DANGEROUS PROBLEM. 
 
- Pool signups are on the first three Saturdays in May from 10am till noon at the Haffey Fieldhouse. Our Pool membership 
costs remain as economical as we can keep them with a family membership at $120.00 an individual at $90 and senior 
citizens at $25 if you get them before June 1. After June 1 the family cost goes up to $140, individuals $120 and seniors to 
$30. You can also get membership if you work full time in Reading. 
 
- The VYO’s Memorial weekend festival is on May26, 27, 28 and 29 with excellent food, drinks, entertainment, rides, 
softball games and a lot of awesome people. Please come to Koenig Park and support an incredible all volunteer organization 
that keeps close to 300 boys and girls busy each year playing basketball, softball, and baseball. All kids are given an 
opportunity to be on a team and learn the fundamentals of the game while being taught teamwork and sportsmanship. 
 
- The Memorial Day Parade is on May 29 starting at 9am at the Arlington Heights City Hall. 
 
- Our American Legions festival will be on July 1st and 2nd from 5 till 10pm with the Fireworks going off at 10pm on July 2. 
The Legions festival committee is determined to make this year’s festival better with kids’ rides coming back as well as three 
Food Trucks an expanded men’s and women’s softball tournament Bingo and more. 
 
- The Taste or Reading will be held on August 26 with food trucks, crafts, performances by Reading High Schools Band and 
Dance Team.  
 
- MSD’s sewer project on Reading Road that has traffic down to one lane each way is projected to go on for the remainder of 
this year. 
 
 - Our City Engineers are putting together several options and estimates for the Hunt Road landslide between Fuhrman and 
Waxwing. 
 
- 3rd Street repaving, using $465,000 from Duke energy as a part of the pipeline project, has been completed. I want to thank 
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3rd Street and all adjoining Streets residents for your patience through this long, disruptive project. 
 
- The West Columbia Road project bid opening will be on May 15. We hope Council will award the bid ASAP so we can 
complete this project where we received a $260k grant from SORTA. 
 
- On May 1 I administered the oath of office to our new Police/Mayors Court Clerk Kirk Terrell. 
 
SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Patrick Ross: (No Report, Absent) 
 
LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson: (No Report, Absent) 
 
TREASURER:  Brenda Owens                                   

                   
 
AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith:  (No Report) 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FINANCE:  Andy Bronner 
- The Treasurer and Auditor met with the City's Relationship Manager from 5/3 Bank today.  At this meeting both parties 
share updates on their business, what is upcoming as far as projects,  shared resources and needs for the present and future.  
- The Auditors office is working diligently to coordinate the Generally Accepted Accounting Principles statements for 2022. 
Final requests have been made by the Audit Team and they are hoping to finish all items soon. Thank you to the City of 
Reading staff for helping with each of their pieces which contribute to the audit. 

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop  
The following statistics on viewership of the City Council meeting from the previous meeting: 
 
Reading April 18 Meeting Analytics Update 

Live unique viewers: 48 
Impressions of live broadcast: 192 
Archived views on YouTube: 213 
Listeners to this meeting on (16) audio podcast platforms: 249 

History (2023) 

 
1/3/23 1/17/23 2/7/23 2/21/23 3/7/23 3/21/23 4/4/23 4/18/23 

Live Viewers 128 69 120 49 52 28 89 48 

Live Impressions 278 147 302 119 120 96 305 192 

Audio Listeners 122 156 82 60 105 178 213 249 

You Tube Viewers 61 44 34 23 42 101 160 213 

Live Participants 
   

2 2 
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(Stats Provided by Rob Ebel, ESP Media, LLC.) 
 
ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell   
I will have an ordinance on the floor at our next regular council meeting to fund Reading’s portion of the Triangle Trail 
feasibility study. 
 
I received an email from a constituent about a pothole on Reading Road near Galbraith Road. I drove the road over the 
weekend to observe the pothole and have asked that it be filled the next time our service department has a crew out filling 
potholes. 
 
LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco  
First, I want to start by saying I’ve had a couple really great committee meetings over the few months, and I feel like we’ve 
accomplished a lot. 
 
I received the final draft of the updated Property Maintenance Codes from Paul Culter that have all the changes and revisions 
we made included, and now has the section for condemning and demolishing properties added. I sent copies to each council 
member to review, and I will have an ordinance at our next meeting regarding implementing the updated codes. 
 
Also, I’m happy to see the DORA application come together and I would like to thank everyone for their hard work on this, 
including Linda Fitzgerald, Nick Diedrich, and the rest of the Bridal District board members, as well as my committee 
members and Mr. Stevenson.  
 
Just a reminder, the public hearing for DORA will be during our June 6th council meeting and the application is available for 
public review.  
 
I would like to get the application on the city’s website, if possible, as well as the city’s Facebook page. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Shelly Kroeger 
 
Police Department run count for April, 2023 

• Calls for service  1027 
• Auto Accidents  28 
• Booking Original Charges 106 
• Total Criminal Charges 145 

Citations Issued 

• Hamilton County  4 
• Arlington Heights  15 
• Juvenile   2 
• Reading Mayor’s  81 

Total Citations   102 

For the month of April, there were several OVIs, some theft reports, stolen cars, a couple overdoes and a few domestic 
violence charges. 

There has been some concern with the south end of Reading. I can assure you that our police department are doing everything 
they can with what they’ve got. A resident has reached out to me and to the We Thrive group about the purchasing of Flock 
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cameras, which to my understand are cameras that read license plates and alert the police if anything suspicious pops up from 
that licenses plate. I haven’t had the chance to speak with Chief Edens about them yet, but I plan to hold a safety committee 
meeting in the near future. And just for the record, We Thrive wouldn’t have anything to do with the purchasing of cameras. 
My take on We Thrive is that their group is to make Reading clean, which is why they work with Walk for a Purpose, to 
make Reading Healthy, which is why they hold the farmer’s market in the fall and to make Reading fun and get people 
involved in the city, which is why they do the park passport and adopt-a-pot.  

Fire Departments run count for April, 2023 

• EMS Responses  187 
• Fire Responses  29  

Total Responses   216 
 

Thanks to the fire department for attending the Reading Elementary Carnival and their help with Clean Up Reading Day. 

SERVICE:  Bob Boehner  
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RECREATION:  Scott Thamann 
- Pool sign-ups begin this Saturday at the Haffey Field House from 10 a.m. to noon. We will host sign-ups for the following  
   2 weeks as well, on May 13 and 20th. Opening day for the pool will be Saturday, June 3.  Plus, we will have three  
   additional evenings, on May 22, 23, and 24 from 6:00 pm-8:00 pm,, again at Haffey Fieldhouse.  
- On Saturday, the Chad Richmond / Hilltop Basketball Court restoration project is hosting a fundraiser this Saturday at the  
   UAW in Evendale. They will be hosting a Cornhole Tournament, a Euchre Tournament, with other games and prizes. They  
   will also have a food truck. Registration is from 6:00 pm to 6:30.  For more information, please go to their facebook page:  
   Hilltop Basketball Restoration in Memory of Chad Richmond. 

OTHER BUSINESS: None 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
READING OF RESOLUTIONS:  None   
READING OF ORDINANCES:  None 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Boehner moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Kroeger seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 pm. 
 

 

X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 
  Carla Kacher                                                                    Dwight Daum 
  Clerk of Council                                                                 President of Council 


